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ABORIGINAL HOUSING LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2009 

Third Reading 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Housing and Works) [4.51 pm]: I move —  
That the bill be now read a third time. 

MR T.G. STEPHENS (Pilbara) [4.51 pm]: Minister for Housing and Treasurer, I mentioned during the second 
reading debate on this bill that my support for this bill is based on a desire for some transparency about the 
figures. The Treasurer gave an undertaking during the second reading debate, and also during consideration in 
detail, that I would get those figures. I am still keen to get those figures. I am hoping that the minister will tell 
me that his promise was not just simply an attempt to put me off. I am hoping that the minister will provide me 
with that information. 

Mr T.R. Buswell: Member, I will get that information for you. I just need time to collate and review the data 
that the department provides, which I will do, and I will provide that information to you. You did not point out at 
the time that this was of such significance that you would not be voting for the bill if that information was not 
provided—and I am not assuming that you are saying that. I will do it. Unfortunately, the nature of this week has 
been such that I have been stuck here all week.  

Mr T.G. STEPHENS: Minister for Housing and Treasurer, when ministers rise and say what the minister has 
said in this house, historically officers have done their duty by that minister and have produced those figures for 
that minister, and those figures have then become available to the house. I want to take the opportunity of 
pointing out to the minister the fact that his officers heard that assurance that he gave, and those officers are 
responsible to this house, through the minister, for delivering the information that the minister undertook to give. 
The minister has been busy. But those officers should have seen that as an instruction from the minister. I am 
expressing my disappointment that they have not delivered to this house, through the minister, the answers to 
those questions—answers to which the community of Western Australia is entitled. I note again that the minister 
has given an assurance that he will provide that information. I note also that we will be dealing with the 
Treasurer’s advance legislation next week. So perhaps another opportunity will emerge before the minister wraps 
up on the Treasurer’s advance to perhaps put on the record those figures. Is that a yes? 

Mr T.R. Buswell: No. I will deal with things in the Treasurer’s advance when they come up. But I have told you 
that I will get the data, and I will. 

Mr T.G. STEPHENS: All right. I am simply registering my disappointment in the systems that have prevented 
the tabling of information that I think is reasonably tabled in a debate such as this. But I will not delay the house 
any further.  

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [4.54 pm]: I thank members on this side of the house for their passion for 
and concern about this issue. I appreciate the contributions that have been made in this debate by members who 
know a lot more than me about housing in Aboriginal communities and Indigenous culture. As I said in the 
second reading debate, the opposition supports this legislation and opposition members believe it will provide a 
mechanism by which more assistance can be funnelled into Aboriginal communities for additional housing and 
to improve existing housing, which is the main point of the legislation. I have some doubts about how the 
legislation will work in practice and whether it will be as successful in practice as one would hope. There are 
some practicalities concerning the climate, location and conditions of people living in communities throughout 
Western Australia. That could mean that despite all the best intentions, the legislation will not work as desired. I 
appreciate that the commonwealth government has made available a very significant amount of money. It is 
probably the greatest sum of money ever made available for Indigenous housing for the states and territories. If a 
commonwealth government is to receive acknowledgement for taking serious action on this issue—certainly 
over the past 30 years or so—this must be it. I appreciate the efforts Jenny Macklin and her colleagues in 
Canberra have made to ensure that a significant amount of money is spent on this issue in Western Australia. 
This legislation is a condition of receiving that money and making sure that it is spent, which is a good thing. 
Again, the opposition supports this legislation. It is part of a national agreement and we are happy to see it 
passed in this house. 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Housing and Works) [4.56 pm] — in reply: I thank all members 
who have participated in this debate and the opposition for its support for this small but important reform in the 
way we manage tenancies in remote Aboriginal communities. The objective of the bill is to provide a framework 
by which those tenancy arrangements can be normalised. The bill places obligations on the state, as the landlord, 
and on the tenants. It is a small but important step for delivering better housing outcomes in remote Aboriginal 
communities, and I am pleased that the house has seen fit to support it in the way that it has. 

Question put and passed. 
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Bill read a third time and transmitted to the Council. 

House adjourned at 4.57 pm 

__________ 

 
 
 


